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SPEAKER BIOS 

 

MC, Stan Wesley 

For over 30 years, Stan Wesley has engaged and 

entertained audiences with his unique style of 

presentations, keynotes, emcee and facilitation services. 

Working at the local, regional, provincial and national 

levels, he speaks on a variety of issues with a focus on 

celebrating success and advancing good, healthy 

relations among Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples. 

With his high-energy, sincere, professional approach, he 

is considered by many to be one of the most dynamic 

speakers around.  

 

Stan currently lives in Six Nations Territory with his beautiful wife, Mandy, and their 

incredible daughters Maya and Tenona. 
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Dr. Christopher Mushquash, 

 HBSc., M.A., Ph.D., C.Psych. 

Dr. Mushquash is a Canada Research 

Chair in Indigenous Mental Health and 

Addiction, and Professor in the 

Department of Psychology at Lakehead 

University and the Division of Human 

Sciences at the Northern Ontario School 

of Medicine. He is also the Interim 

Executive Vice President Research at the 

Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 

Centre and Chief Scientist at the Thunder 

Bay Regional Health Research Institute. 

He is the Director of the Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research 

at Lakehead University. In addition to his academic appointments, Dr. 

Mushquash is a registered clinical psychologist providing assessment, 

intervention, and consultation services for First Nations children, 

adolescents, and adults at Dilico Anishinabek Family Care.  

He completed his pre-doctoral residency in the Faculty of Medicine at 

the University of Manitoba, specializing in rural and northern clinical 

practice and his Ph.D. in clinical psychology in the Department of 

Psychology and Neuroscience at Dalhousie University in 2011.   

In 2017, Dr. Mushquash was inducted in the Royal Society of 

Canada’s College of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists. He is currently 

the vice-chair of the Institute Advisory Board for the Canadian Institutes 

of Health Research, Institute of Indigenous Peoples’ Health.  Dr. 

Mushquash also serves as a board member for the Ontario Psychological 

Association, the Canada Foundation for Innovation, and the George 

Jeffrey Children’s Centre. 

Dr. Mushquash is Ojibwe and a member of Pays Plat First Nation.  
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Rick Hill 

Rick is a citizen of the Beaver Clan of the Tuscarora 

Nation of the Haudenosaunee at Grand River. He 

holds a Master’s Degree in American Studies from the 

State University of New York at Buffalo. He is the 

former Assistant Director for Public Programs, National 

Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian 

Institution; Museum Director, Institute of American 

Indian Arts, Santa Fe, NM; and Assistant Professor, 

Native American Studies, SUNY Buffalo. He recently 

retired as Senior Project Coordinator of the 

Deyohahá:ge: Indigenous Knowledge Centre at Six Nations Polytechnic, 

Ohsweken, Ontario. Rick is currently working as an interpretive specialist to 

develop exhibitions for the recently renovated Mohawk Institute, the oldest 

Indian residential school in Canada. 

Current project: Earth to Tables Legacies  

Quoted by Rick: “The Mother Earth offers her nutritious and medicinal bounty in 

a great dish from which we can all share. She asks us to only take what we need 

to feed and heal ourselves; leave something in the dish for others; and show our 

gratitude by keeping the dish clean and not wasting what she has provided. 

Thus the Dish With One Spoon is how such gifts make their way from the earth to 

our tables.” 

 

  



“Renewed hope; Fresh perspective”     

SPONSORED BY: 

 

 

 

 

Earl Lambert 

Is Cree/Métis, living in British Columbia. He is a Certified Life-Coach who 

attended the University of Northern British Columbia, where he majored 

in General Business with a double minor in First Nations studies and Political 

Science. He’s worked as an Executive Director for a First Nations non-profit 

organization, a College Instructor of Business, a Life-Skills, Employment and 

Business Facilitator, an HIV/AIDS Educator, an Advocate, Fundraiser and Events 

Coordinator for various homeless initiatives and lastly, as a Programs Developer 

and Group Facilitator for an Aboriginal Child and Family services organization.  

Earl has had his share of adversity. He was raised in a 

single-parent home at the level of poverty, where he 

was exposed to alcoholism and various forms of 

multigenerational abuse. Spending his earlier years in 

and out of foster-homes, he often felt displaced due 

to widespread racism and discrimination toward 

Aboriginal people in the community. At the age of 

nine his father died a tragic death, which was 

followed by several family suicides. From a very 

young age Earl began to abuse alcohol and drugs, 

resulting in several sentences in juvenile detention 

centers and the earlier part of his adult life in 

correctional facilities. 

His willingness and determination to break the cycle of destruction led him on 

a path of self-discovery, in which he was able to combine western forms of 

healing with First Nations holistic cultural practices. Today Earl lives with a great 

sense of pride as a warrior walking upon the Red Road. He continues to 

gain strength from the spiritual teachings of his elders and is well-known for 

not only his powerfully upbeat energy, but for his positive and optimistic outlook 

on life. He's driven by his passion for motivating people toward creating positive 

change and remains committed to inspiring others through the gift of his words.  


